It Is Written
By

Yochanan Zagantov

Many times we are told that by our Rabbanite brothers that the Oral Torah was given in addition to the Written Torah. If this is so
then shouldn’t there be a reference to a oral torah in the Torah, Joshua, or any of the prophets. So what we are going to do it start
down and look for what does the Tanakh say was given to Moshe.

First let look at the word for Written in the Tanakh.

Katav (Kaf-Tav-Bet) which is found in the NEHC as reference number 3789 on page 621-623. In the BDB it is found on page 507. It

is a verb and generally means to write.

Mikh’tav (Mem-Kaf-Tav-Bet) which is found in the NEHC as reference number 4385 on page 701. In the BDB on page 508. The
prefix being Mem it makes it a masculine noun and denotes it as “From writing”

KaKatav (Kaf-Kaf-Tav-Bet) is the same reference as 3789 as a verb but as a prefix it would denote “As or Like” thus the term in
Enlgish “As it is written” would be “As written” or “Like Written”.

Yikh’tav (Yod-Kaf-Tav-Bet) is the same as reference 3789 but as a prefix it takes on the third person directing to an action.

Lets look specifically at some reference to this.

Shemot/Exodus 24:3-4 (Tanakh/BHS)

3 Moses went and repeated to the people
all the commands of YHVH and all the
rules; and all the people answered with one
voice, saying, “All the things that YHVH
has commanded we will do!” 4  Moses
then wrote down all the commands of
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YHVH. Early in the morning, he set up an
altar at the foot of the mountain, with
twelve pillars for the twelve tribes of
Israel.
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Shemot/Exodus 24:12 (Tanakh/BHS)

12 YHVH said to Moses, “Come up to
Me on the mountain and wait there, and 1
will give you the stone tablets with the
teachings and commandments which I
have inscribed (I wrote) to instruct them.’
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Shemot/Exodus 31:18 (Tanakh/BHS)

18  When He finished speaking with him
on Mount Sinai, He gave Moses the two
tablets of the Pact, stone tablets inscribed
with the finger of God.
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Shemot/Exodus 32:15-16 (Tanakh/BHS)

15  Thereupon Moses turned and went
down from the mountain bearing the two
tablets of the Pact, tablets inscribed on
both their surfaces: they were inscribed on
the one side and on the other. 16 The
tablets were Elohim’s work, and the
writing was Elohim’s writing, incised
upon the tablets.
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Shemot/Exodus 32:32 (Tanakh/BHS)

32  Now, if You will forgive their sin
[well and good]; but if not, erase me from
the record which You have written!”
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Shemot/Exodus 34:27-28 (Tanakh/BHS)

27 And YHVH said to Moses: Write
down these commandments, for in
accordance with these commandments I
make a covenant with you and with Israel.
28 And he was there with YHVH forty
days and forty nights; he ate no bread and
drank no water; and he wrote down on the
tablets the terms of the covenant, the Ten
Commandments.
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Barmidbar/Numbers 33:2 (Tanakh/BHS)

2 Moses recorded (wrote) the starting
points of their various marches as directed
by YHVH. Their marches, by starting
points, were as follows:
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Devarim/Deuteronomy 4:13 —14
(Tanakh/BHS)

13 He declared to you the covenant that
He commanded you to observe, the Ten
Commandments; and He inscribed
(wrote) them on two tablets of stone.

14 At the same time YHVH commanded
me to impart to you laws and rules for you
to observe in the land that you are about to
cross into and occupy.
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Devarim/Deuteronomy 5:22(19)
(Tanakh/BHS)

19  YHVH spoke those words—those
and no more—to your whole congregation
at the mountain, with a mighty voice out of
the fire and the dense clouds. He inscribed
them on two tablets of stone, which He
gave to me.

a7 'l%ﬁ 0TI IR
ahk! D:S-m ‘73 SN M
Yip Y5 W 27 WD TIND
WY DANN QD) N7 HIT
POR DION DIAR NN

Devarim/Deuteronomy 10:2-4
(Tanakh/BHS)

2 I will inscribe (write) on the tablets
the commandments that were on the first
tablets that you smashed, and you shall
deposit them in the ark.”

3 Imade an ark of acacia wood and
carved out two tablets of stone like the
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first; I took the two tablets with me and
went up the mountain.4 YHVH
inscribed (wrote) on the tablets the same
text (writing) as on the first, the Ten
Commandments that He addressed to you
on the mountain out of the fire on the day
of the Assembly; and YHVH gave them to
me.
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Devarim/Deuteronomy 17:18
(Tanakh/BHS)

"®When he is seated on his royal throne, he
shall have a copy of this Teaching written
for him on a scroll by the levitical priests
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Devarim/Deuteronomy 27:3-8
(Tanakh/BHS)

3 and inscribe upon them all the words
of this Teaching. When you cross over to
enter the land that YHVH Eloheykha is
giving you, a land flowing with milk and
honey, as YHVH, Elohey of your fathers,
promised you—4 upon crossing the
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Jordan, you shall set up these stones, about
which I charge you this day, on Mount
Ebal, and coat them with plaster.

5 There, too, you shall build an altar to
YHVH Eloheykha, an altar of stones. Do
not wield an iron tool over them; 6  you
must build the altar of YHVH Eloheykha
of unhewn stones. You shall offer on it
burnt offerings to YHVH Eloeykha,

7 and you shall sacrifice there offerings
of well-being and eat them, rejoicing
before YHVH Eloheykha. 8 And on
those stones you shall inscribe every word
of this Teaching most distinctly.
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Devarim/Deuteronomy 28:58-61
(Tanakh/BHS)

>%If you fail to observe faithfully all the
terms of this Teaching that are written in
this book, to reverence this honored and
awesome Name, YHVH Eloheykha,

59 YHVH will inflict extraordinary
plagues upon you and your offspring,
strange and lasting plagues, malignant and
chronic diseases. 60  He will bring back
upon you all the sicknesses of Egypt that

you dreaded so, and they shall cling to you.

61 Moreover, YHVH will bring upon
you all the other diseases and plagues that
are not mentioned (written) in this book
of Teaching, until you are wiped out.
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Devarim/Deuteronomy 31:9,22,24
(Tanakh/BHS)

9 Moses wrote down this Teaching and
gave it to the priests, sons of Levi, who
carried the Ark of YHVH ‘s Covenant, and
to all the elders of Israel.

23 And He charged Joshua son of Nun:
“Be strong and resolute: for you shall bring
the Israelites into the land that I promised
them on oath, and I will be with you.”

24  When Moses had put down in
writing the words of this Teaching to the
very end, 25 Moses charged the Levites
who carried the Ark of the Covenant of
YHVH, saying: 26  Take this book of
Teaching and place it beside the Ark of the
Covenant of YHVH Eloheykha, and let it
remain there as a witness against you.
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Yehoshua/Joshua 1:8 (Tanakh/BHS)

®Let not this Book of the Teaching
cease from your lips, but recite it day and
night, so that you may observe faithfully
all that is written in it. Only then will you
prosper in your undertakings and only then
will you be successful.
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Yehoshua/Joshua 8:31 (Tanakh/BHS)

ag Moses, the servant of YHVH, had
commanded the Israelites—as is written
in the Book of the Teaching of Moses’—
an altar of unhewn stone upon which no
iron had been wielded. They offered on it
burnt offerings to YHVH, and brought
sacrifices of well-being.
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Yehoshua/Joshua 8:32 (Tanakh/BHS)

2 And there, on the stones, he inscribed a
copy of the Teaching that Moses had
written for the Israelites.
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Yehoshua/Joshua 8:34 (Tanakh/BHS)

3% After that, he read all the words of the
Teaching, the blessing and the curse, just
as is written in the Book of the Teaching.
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Yehoshua/Joshua 18:6 (Tanakh/BHS)

®When you have written down the
description of the land in seven parts, bring
it here to me. Then I will cast lots for you
here before YHVH Eloheynu.
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d See Deut. 27.3-8.
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Yehoshua/Joshua 23:6 (Tanakh/BHS)

®<But be most resolute to observe faithfully
all that is written in the Book of the
Teaching of Moses, without ever deviating
from it to the right or to the left,
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Melekhim Aleph/I Kings 2:3
(Tanakh/BHS)

2:1  When David’s life was drawing to a
close, he instructed his son Solomon as
follows: 2 “I am going the way of all the
earth; be strong and show yourself a man.
3 Keep the charge of YHVH Eloheykha,
walking in His ways and following His
laws, His commandments, His rules, and
His admonitions as recorded in the
Teaching of Moses, in order that you may
succeed in whatever you undertake and
wherever you turn.
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Melekhim Bet/2 Kings 14:6 (Tanakh/BHS)

®But he did not put to death the children of
the assassins, in accordance with what is
written in the Book of the Teaching of
Moses, where YHVH commanded,
“Parents shall not be put to death for
children, nor children be put to death for
parents; a person shall be put to death only
for his own crime.”

D NS 020 AR
nWTNIiR 1903 21037
TARY M MIXTIYR
013-5p Niay NN RS




"3 NIAR-O INNIND 0"
DRI IRLNA VR"DR

Melekhim Bet/2 Kings 22:13
(Tanakh/BHS)

13 “Go, inquire of YHVH on my behalf,
and on behalf of the people, and on behalf
of all Judah, concerning the words of this
scroll that has been found. For great indeed
must be the wrath of YHVH that has been
kindled against us, because our fathers did
not obey the words of this scroll to do all
that has been prescribed for us.”
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Melekhim Bet/2 Kings 23: 3, 21,24
(Tanakh/BHS)

2 The king went up to the House of
YHVH, together with all the men of Judah
and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and
the priests and prophets—all the people,
young and old. And he read to them the
entire text of the covenant scroll which had
been found in the House of YHVH.

3 The king stood by the pillar and
solemnized the covenant before YHVH:
that they would follow YHVH and observe
His commandments, His injunctions, and
His laws with all their heart and soul; that
they would fulfill all the terms of this
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covenant as inscribed upon the scroll. And
all the people entered into the covenant.

21  The king commanded all the people,
“Offer the passover sacrifice to YHVH
your God as prescribed in this scroll of
the covenant.”

24 Josiah also did away with the
necromancers and the mediums, the idols
and the fetishes—all the detestable things
that were to be seen in the land of Judah
and Jerusalem. Thus he fulfilled the terms
of the Teaching recorded in the scroll that
the priest Hilkiah had found in the House
of YHVH.
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Divrei HaYamin Aleph/1 Chronicles 16:40
(Tanakh/BHS)

40 to sacrifice burnt offerings to YHVH
on the altar of the burnt offering regularly,
morning and evening, in accordance with
what was prescribed in the Teaching of
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YHVH with which He charged Israel.
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Divrei HaYamin Bet/2 Chronicles 23:18
(Tanakh/BHS)

18 Jehoiada put the officers of the House
of YHVH in the charge of Levite priests
whom David had assigned over the House
of YHVH to offer up burnt offerings, as is
prescribed in the Teaching of Moses,
accompanied by joyful song as ordained by
David.
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Divrei HaYamin Bet/2 Chronicles 25:4
(Tanakh/BHS)

*But he did not put their children to death
for [he acted] in accordance with what is
written in the Teaching, in the Book of
Moses, where YHVH commanded, b-
“Parents shall not die for children, nor
shall children die for parents, but every
person shall die only for his own crime.”
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Divrei HaYamin Bet/2 Chronicles 30:5
(Tanakh/BHS)

>to issue a decree and proclaim throughout
all Israel from Beer-sheba to Dan that they
come and keep the Passover for YHVH
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b- Cf. Deut. 24.16.




God of Israel in Jerusalem—mnot often did
they act in accord with what was written.

YAY-IRIN ORI 503
nog mwu‘v mn% 17D
ohwia by M
;293027 Y 299 89 3

Divrei HaYamin Bet/2 Chronicles 30:18
(Tanakh/BHS)

"For most of the people—many from
Ephraim and Manasseh, Issachar and
Zebulun—had not purified themselves, yet
they ate the paschal sacrifice in violation
of what was written. Hezekiah prayed for
them, saying, “The good YHVH will
provide atonement for
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Divrei HaYamin Bet/2 Chronicles 34:21
(Tanakh/BHS)

“1“Go, inquire of YHVH on my behalf and
on behalf of those who remain in Israel and
Judah concerning the words of the scroll
that has been found, for great indeed must
be the wrath of YHVH that has been
poured down upon us because our fathers
did not obey the word of YHVH and do all
that is written in this scroll.”
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Divrei HaYamin Bet/2 Chronicles 34:24
(Tanakh/BHS)

“*Thus said YHVH: I am going to bring
disaster upon this place and its
inhabitants—all the curses that are
written in the scroll that was read to the
king of Judah
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Divrei HaYamin Bet/2 Chronicles 34:31
(Tanakh/BHS)

?'The king stood in his place and
solemnized the covenant before YHVH: to
follow YHVH and observe His
commandments, His injunctions, and His
laws with all his heart and soul, to fulfill
all the terms of the covenant written in
this scroll.
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Ezra 3:2 (Tanakh/BHS)

*Then Jeshua son of Jozadak and his
brother priests, and Zerubbabel son of
Shealtiel and his brothers set to and built
the altar of the God of Israel to offer burnt
offerings upon it as is written in the
Teaching of Moses, the man of God.
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Ezra 3:4 (Tanakh/BHS)

*Then they celebrated the festival of
Tabernacles as is written, with its daily
burnt offerings in the proper quantities, on
each day as is prescribed for it,
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Nehemyah/Nehemiah 7:5 (Tanakh/BHS)

My God put it into my mind to
assemble the nobles, the prefects, and the
people, in order to register them by
families. I found the genealogical register
of those who were the first to come up, and
there I found written:
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Nehemyah/Nehemiah 8:14 (Tanakh/BHS)

"They found written in the Teaching that
YHVH had commanded Moses that the
Israelites must dwell in booths during the
festival of the seventh month,
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Nehemyah/Nehemiah 8:15 (Tanakh/BHS)

Pand that they must announce and
proclaim throughout all their towns and
Jerusalem as follows, “Go out to the
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mountains and bring leafy branches of
olive trees, pine” trees, myrtles, palms and
[other] leafy” trees to make booths, as it is
written.”
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Nehemyah/Nehemiah 13:1 (Tanakh/BHS)

1 At that time they read to the people from
the Book of Moses, and it was found
written that no Ammonite or Moabite
might ever enter the congregation of God,
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Dani’el/Daniel 9:11 (Tanakh/BHS)

TAll Israel has violated Your teaching and
gone astray, disobeying You; so the curse
and the oath written in the Teaching of
Moses, the servant of God, have been
poured down upon us, for we have sinned
against Him.
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A Meaning of Heb. uncertain

A Meaning of Heb. uncertain
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Dani’el/Daniel 9:13 (Tanakh/BHS)

D All that calamity, just as is written in the
Teaching of Moses, came upon us, yet we
did not supplicate YHVH our God, did not
repent of our iniquity or become wise
through Your truth.
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