The Importance of the Land
for Keeping the Commandments

by Nehemia Gordon

Commandments Given for the Land

Behold, I taught you statutes and
judgments as Yehovah my God has
commanded me to do thus in the midst of
the land to which you are going to inherit.
(Deuteronomy 4:5)

This is the commandment, the statutes, and
the judgments which Yehovah your God
commanded to teach you, to do in the land
which you are passing over to inherit.
(Deuteronomy 6:1)
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Our Relationship with Yehovah is Connected to the

Land

And you shall dwell in the land which 1
gave to your fathers and you shall be my
people and I shall be your God. (Ezekiel
36:28)
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Living Outside Israel is a Punishment

You shall keep all my statutes and all my
judgements and do them so that the land to
which I am bringing you to dwell in it does
not spit you out. (Leviticus 20:22)

(26) And the wrath of Yehovah burned in
that land to bring upon it all the curse
written in this book. (27) And Yehovah
uprooted them from their land with anger,
with wrath, and with great fury, and he cast
them into another land as this day.
(Deuteronomy 29:26-27)
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Exile is Synonymous with Idolatry

(27) And Yehovah will scatter you among
the peoples and you will remain few in
number amongst the nations where
Yehovah will lead. (28) And you shall
worship there gods made by the hands of
men, of wood and stone who do not see,
who do not hear, who do not eat, and who
do not drink. (29) And you will seek from
there Yehovah your God and you will find,
when you seek with all your heart and with
all your soul. (Dt 4:27-29)

(18) And [David] said, Why is it that my
master chases after his servant, for what
have I done and what evil is in my hand.
(19) And now, let my master the king
please hear the words of his servant. If
Yehovah has incited you may he smell an
offering and if human beings then they are
cursed before Yehovah for they have
driven me out today from being attached to
the inherited portion of Yehovah saying,
Go worship other gods. (1 Samuel 26:18—
19)

(7) And she went forth from the place
where she had been, her two daughter-in-
laws with her to return to the Land of
Judah. (15) And [Naomi] said [to Ruth],
Behold your sister-in-law has returned to
her people and to her gods. Return after
your sister-in-law. (16) And Ruth said, Do
not ask me to leave you from following
after you for where you go I will go and
where you sleep I will sleep. Your people
is my people and your God is my God. (17)
Where you die I will die and there I will be
buried. So shall Yehovah do to me and
even more if anything but death separates
between me and you. (Ruth 1:7, 15-17)
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God Implores Us to Repent and Live in the Land

(4) And Yehovah your God sent all of his
servants the prophets, sending them from
the early morning — but you did not listen
nor did you incline your ear to hear — (5)
Saying, Return now each man from his evil
way and from the evil of your deeds and
dwell in the land which Yehovah your God
has given to you and to your fathers for
ever. (Jeremiah 25:4-5)

PTIY D2 NN DN MDY NRYY (1)
| DPYNY N‘:n nb\m DIYN DN
(M) : vn\vb DINN NN OOV N9
YN 2ITH YN N) 1Y TONY
IND Oy 12 ombbm VN
mb | omm:mbw D22 MM 1N YN

(N-T: 19 PN) wa ™| obw

The Covenant is Inextricably Tied to the Land

Abraham’s Call

(1) And Yehovah said to Avram, Go from
your land, from your birth place and from
the house of your father to the land that I
will show you. (Gen 12:1)
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Covenant Between the Pieces

On that day Yehovah cut a covenant with DJ2IN NN MM’ NID NIND DM
Avram saying, To your seed I have given NIND NN OPD) ‘])"1’('7 | N9 M2
this land from the river of Egypt to the 77)'1 AN TY O DM ﬂNV']

great river the Euphrates. (Gen 15:18)
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Covenant of Circumcision

(7) And I will establish my covenant
between me and between you and your
descendants after you according to their
generations, an eternal covenant, to be for
you a God and for your descendants after
you. (8) I will give you and your
descendants after you the land of your
sojourning, all the land of Canaan, as an
eternal possession, and I shall be for you a
God. (Gen 17:7-8)

(17) You shall diligently keep the
commandments of Yehovah your God and
his testimonies and his statutes which he
commanded you. (18) And you shall do
that which is right and good in the eyes of
Yehovah in order that he will do well for
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you so that you will come and inherit the
good land which Yehovah swore to your
fathers. (Dt 6:17-18)
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Land of Israel Has Special Providence

(11) The land which you are passing over
to inherit... (12) is a land which Yehovah
your God looks after; the eyes of Yehovah
your God are always on it from the
beginning of the year to the end of the year.
(Dt 11:11-12)
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Yehovah Gathers Us Into Israel

Thus says Lord Yehovah, who gathers in
the dispersed of Israel, I will gather [others]
in addition to those of his whom I have
gathered. (Isa 56:8)

The First Ingathering

(2) Thus says Cyrus King of Persia,
Yehovah the God of heaven has given me
all the kingdoms of the earth and he has
commanded me to build a Temple for him
in Jerusalem of Judah. (3) Anyone among
you out of all his people who his God is
with him let him go up to Jerusalem of
Judah and let him build a Temple of
Yehovah the God of Israel; he is the God
that is in Jerusalem. (Ezra 1:2-3)
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1. Waves of return: Zerubavel, Ezra, Nehemiah
2. Returnees threatened by foreigners

Dangers of Ingathering

(21) And I called a fast there by the river
Ahava to afflict ourselves before our God,
to ask him for a straight way for us, for our
children, and for all our property, (22)
because I was embarrassed to ask the king
for soldiers and cavalry to protect us from
enemies on the way because we told the
king that the hand of our God is upon all
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those who ask him for good and his mighty
wrath is upon all those who abandon him.
(23) So we fasted and we asked God
concerning this and he answered us. (Ezra
8:21-23)
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