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Commandments Given for the Land 
Behold, I taught you statutes and 

judgments as Yehovah my God has 

commanded me to do thus in the midst of 

the land to which you are going to inherit. 

(Deuteronomy 4:5) 

ִ�י�  � מְִ	ָ�טִ י�    
רְאֵה לִַ�דְִ� י  אֶתְכֶ�   ח
לַעֲ%$ ת !ֵ #  | ַ!אֲֶ	ר צִ�ַ נִ י  יְהוָה  אֱל ֹהָי 

 הָ*רֶ(  אֲֶ	ר  ) ֶ��  ָ'אִי �  ָ	ָ�ה   ְ�קֶרֶב
  )ה :דברי� ד  (:רְִ	ָ�+לְ

   

This is the commandment, the statutes, and 

the judgments which Yehovah your God 

commanded to teach you, to do in the land 

which you are passing over to inherit. 

(Deuteronomy 6:1) 

ִ� י�  וְהִַ�ְ	�ָ טִי�    
וְזֹאת הַ ִ�צְ וָה הַח
  יְהוָה  אֱלֹהֵי כֶ� לְלֵַ�ד  אֶתְכֶ�   אֲֶ	ר צִ ָ�ה

 אֲ ֶ	 ר ) ֶ��  עֹבְרִי�  לַעֲ
�ת  ָ��רֶ�| 
  ) א :דברי � ו (: ָ	ָ�ה לְרְִ	ָ�+ 

  

Our Relationship with Yehovah is Connected to the 

Land 
And you shall dwell in the land which I 

gave to your fathers and you shall be my 

people and I shall be your God. (Ezekiel 

36:28) 

|   וִיַ	בְֶ� �  ָ'*רֶ(  אֲֶ	ר  נָ תִַ� י לַ אֲבֹתֵיכֶ�  
וִהְיִי תֶ�  לִי  לְעָ�  וְ* נֹכִי אֶהְ יֶה לָכֶ�   

  )כח:יחזקאל  לו ( :  לֵאלֹהִי�

  

Living Outside Israel is a Punishment 
You shall keep all my statutes and all my 

judgements and do them so that the land to 

which I am bringing you to dwell in it does 

not spit you out. (Leviticus 20:22) 

�ֹתַי  וְאֶ ת ָ!ל    
�ְ	מַרְֶ� � אֶ ת ָ!ל  ח
וְלֹ א תָ קִי א   | מְִ	ָ�טַ י  וַעֲִ% יתֶ�  אֹתָ � 

תְכֶ�   אֶתְכֶ� הָ*רֶ(  אֲֶ	ר אֲ נִי  מֵבִי א אֶ 
  ) כב:ו יק רא כ(:  ָ	ָ�ה לֶָ	בֶת  ָ'+

   

(26) And the wrath of Yehovah burned in 

that land to bring upon it all the curse 

written in this book. (27) And Yehovah 

uprooted them from their land with anger, 

with wrath, and with great fury, and he cast 

them into another land as this day. 

(Deuteronomy 29:26–27) 

|   וַ 3ִחַר )2  יְה וָה ָ'*רֶ(  הַהִוא  )  כו(
לְהָבִיא עָלֶ יהָ  אֶת  ָ!ל  הְַ�לָלָה הְַ!ת�בָה   

וַ 3ִ ְ�ֵ	�  יְהוָה  מֵ עַל  )  כז:  (ַ'6ֵפֶר ה4ֶַה
|   )דְמָתָ�  ְ')2   �בְחֵמָה �בְקֶ צ2ֶ  7ָד$ל  
:   ו3ְַַ	לִכֵ�  אֶל אֶרֶ(  ) חֶרֶת ַ!�$3 ה4ֶַה

  )כז8כ ו :דברי� כט(



  

Exile is Synonymous with Idolatry 
(27) And Yehovah will scatter you among 

the peoples and you will remain few in 

number amongst the nations where 

Yehovah will lead. (28) And you shall 

worship there gods made by the hands of 

men, of wood and stone who do not see, 

who do not hear, who do not eat, and who 

do not drink. (29) And you will seek from 

there Yehovah your God and you will find, 

when you seek with all your heart and with 

all your soul. (Dt 4:27–29) 

 

|   וְהֵפִי(   יְהוָה  אֶ תְכֶ� ָ'עַ ִ�י�  )  כז(
וְנְִ	 )רְֶ��  מְ תֵי   מִסְ ָ�ר ַ'$7 יִ�  אֲֶ	ר   

וַעֲבַדְֶ��   )  כח: (יְנַהֵג  יְה וָה אֶ תְכֶ�  ָ	ָ� ה
עֵ(  וָאֶבֶ#   | ָ	� אֱלֹהִי�  מַעֲֵ%ה יְדֵ י *דָ� 

אֲֶ	ר לֹא  יִרְא � #  וְלֹא  יְִ	מְע � #  וְלֹא   

�בִ ַ�ְ	ֶ��   ) כט( : # יֹאכְל�#  וְלֹ א יְרִ יח

ִ!י   | מִָ>�  אֶת  יְהוָה אֱ לֹהֶיָ; �מָ צָא תָ 
  : תִדְרְֶ	=�  ְ'כָל לְבָבְָ; �בְכָל  נַפְֶ	ָ;

  )כט–כז :דברי� ד(
  

   

(18) And [David] said, Why is it that my 

master chases after his servant, for what 

have I done and what evil is in my hand. 

(19) And now, let my master the king 

please hear the words of his servant. If 

Yehovah has incited you may he smell an 

offering and if human beings then they are 

cursed before Yehovah for they have 

driven me out today from being attached to 

the inherited portion of Yehovah saying, 

Go worship other gods. (1 Samuel 26:18–

19) 

וַ 3ֹאמֶר  לָָ�ה  4ֶה  אֲדֹנִי  רֹד2ֵ )חֲרֵי   )  יח(
:   ִ!י  מֶה  עִָ% יתִ י   �מַה  ְ'יָדִי  רָעָה|  עַבְ?$ 

וְ עַָ�ה  יְִ	מַע  נָ א  אֲדֹנִי הַ ֶ�לְֶ; אֵ ת   )  יט(
אִ�   יְהוָה  הֱסִ יתְָ; בִ י  יָרַח  |  ִ?בְרֵי עַבְ?$ 

מִנְחָה וְ אִ� ְ' נֵי הָ *דָ� אֲר�רִי � הֵ�   
ה  ִ!י  גֵרְ	� נִי  ה3ַ $�  מֵהִסְ ַ�ֵ�חַ   לִפְנֵי   יְהוָ

ְ'נַחֲלַת  יְהוָה  לֵא מֹר  לְֵ; עֲבֹד אֱלֹהִי�   
  ) יט–יח : ש מו אל  א כ ו (: אֲחֵרִי�

   

(7) And she went forth from the place 

where she had been, her two daughter-in-

laws with her to return to the Land of 

Judah. (15) And [Naomi] said [to Ruth], 

Behold your sister-in-law has returned to 

her people and to her gods. Return after 

your sister-in-law. (16) And Ruth said, Do 

not ask me to leave you from following 

after you for where you go I will go  and 

where you sleep I will sleep. Your people 

is my people and your God is my God. (17) 

Where you die I will die and there I will be 

buried. So shall Yehovah do to me and 

even more if anything but death separates 

between me and you. (Ruth 1:7, 15–17) 

וֵַ� צֵא  מִ #  הַָ� ק$�   אֲֶ	ר הָ יְתָה  ָ	ָ�ה   )  ז(
וֵַ�לַכְנָה בֶַ?רְֶ; | �ְ	ֵ� י כAַֹתֶיהָ עִ ָ�+ 
וַ�ֹא מֶר  )   טו( …  :לָ	�ב  אֶל  אֶרֶ(   יְה�דָה 

הִֵ=ה ָ	בָה  יְבִמְ ֵ�ְ; אֶל  עַ ָ�+  וְ אֶל   
)   טז: ( 	�בִי  )חֲרֵי יְבִמְ ֵ�ְ;| אֱלֹהֶיהָ 

 ִ� פ7ְְעִי בִ י לְעָזְבְֵ;   וַ�ֹא מֶר ר�ת  ) ל
ִ!י  אֶל  אֲֶ	ר  ֵ�לְכִי   |  לָ	�ב  מֵ)חֲרָיְִ; 

אֵלְֵ;  �בַאֲֶ	ר  ָ�לִ ינִ י   *לִי #  עֵַ�ְ;  עִַ� י  
ַ'אֲֶ	ר  ָ�מ �תִ י   )  יז:  ( וֵאלֹהַיְִ;  אֱלֹהָי

!ֹה יַעֲֶ%ה יְה וָה לִי   | *מ �ת  וְָ	�  אֶָ�בֵר 
  : ד ֵ'ינִי  �בֵי נְֵ;וְכֹה יֹסִי2 ִ!י הַָ� וֶת  יַ פְרִי

  ) רות  א(



   

God Implores Us to Repent and Live in the Land 
(4) And Yehovah your God sent all of his 

servants the prophets, sending them from 

the early morning – but you did not listen 

nor did you incline your ear to hear – (5) 

Saying, Return now each man from his evil 

way and from the evil of your deeds and 

dwell in the land which Yehovah your God 

has given to you and to your fathers for 

ever. (Jeremiah 25:4–5) 

וְָ	 לַח יְה וָה  אֲלֵיכֶ � אֶ ת ָ!ל  עֲבָדָיו   ) ד(
|   הְַ=בִאִי� הְַ	ֵ!�  וְָ	לֹ חַ וְלֹא ְ	 מַעְֶ�� 

)   ה:  (וְלֹא  הCִִי תֶ�   אֶת   *זְנְ כֶ� לְִ	 מֹעַ
לֵאמֹר 	�ב � נָ א אִ י 	 מִַ?רְ!$ הָרָעָה  
�מֵרֹעַ מַעַ לְלֵיכֶ�  �ְ	 ב� עַל  הָאֲדָמָה   

לְמִ #   |  כֶ�  וְ לַאֲב$תֵ יכֶ� אֲֶ	ר נָ תַ #  יְהוָה לָ
  )ה8ד :ירמ יהו כה( : ע$לָ�  וְעַד ע $לָ� 

 

The Covenant is Inextricably Tied to the Land 

Abraham’s Call 
(1) And Yehovah said to Avram, Go from 

your land, from your birth place and from 

the house of your father to the land that I 

will show you. (Gen 12:1)  

 לְֶ; לְָ;  מֵ)רְצְ;ָ   ו3ַֹא מֶר יְה וָה  אֶל  )בְרָ�
אֶל הָ *רֶ(  |  �מִ �$לַדְְ�;ָ  � מִֵ'י ת  * בִיָ; 

Dֶָר )רְ א	א :בראשי ת  יב(:  אֲֶ (  

Covenant Between the Pieces 
On that day Yehovah cut a covenant with 

Avram saying, To your seed I have given 

this land from the river of Egypt to the 

great river the Euphrates. (Gen 15:18) 

ַ'�$3  הַה�א  ָ!רַת  יְ הוָה אֶ ת  )בְרָ�   
לְזַרְעֲָ; נָתַ ִ�י  אֶת הָ *רֶ(  | ְ'רִית לֵא מֹר 

ה4ַֹאת  מְִ=הַר  מִצְרַ יִ�  עַד הַ ָ=הָר ה7ַָדֹל  
  ) יח:בראש ית   טו (:  נְהַר ְ�רָת

Covenant of Circumcision 
(7) And I will establish my covenant 

between me and between you and your 

descendants after you according to their 

generations, an eternal covenant, to be for 

you a God and for your descendants after 

you. (8) I will give you and your 

descendants after you the land of your 

sojourning, all the land of Canaan, as an 

eternal possession, and I shall be for you a 

God. (Gen 17:7–8) 

וַהֲ קִמֹתִ י  אֶת  ְ'רִיתִ י ֵ'י נִי   �בֵינֶ;ָ  �בֵי #   ) ז(
|   זַרְעֲָ; )חֲרֶיָ; לְדֹרֹתָ� לִבְרִי ת ע $לָ�  

:   לְזַרְעֲָ; )חֲרֶיָ;לִהְי$ת  לְָ; לֵאלֹהִי�  �
וְ נָתַ ִ�י  לְָ;  �לְזַרְעֲָ;  )חֲרֶיָ; אֵ ת  אֶרֶ(  ) ח(

4ַת ע $לָ�    
מְג
רֶיָ;  אֵת  ָ!ל אֶרֶ(  ְ!נַ עַ# לַ אֲח
בראש ית   (:  וְהָיִ י תִי  לָהֶ�  לֵאלֹ הִי�| 
  )ח–ז :יז

   
(17) You shall diligently keep the 

commandments of Yehovah your God and 

his testimonies and his statutes which he 

commanded you. (18) And you shall do 

that which is right and good in the eyes of 

Yehovah in order that he will do well for 

ָ	מ $ר ִ� ְ	מְר� #  אֶת  מִצְ $ת   יְהוָה   )  יז(
ָ�יו  אֲ ֶ	ר צִ ָ�ְ;|  אֱלֹהֵיכֶ�  
:   וְעֵדֹתָי ו  וְ ח

|  וְעִָ% יתָ  הַ 3ָָ	ר  וְהַ C$ב  ְ'עֵי נֵי   יְהוָה  )  יח(
לְמַעַ#  יִי טַב לְָ; �בָ אתָ  וְ יָרְַ	ָ�  אֶת הָ *רֶ(  

:  ֶ	ר  נְִ	ַ'ע   יְהוָה לַ אֲבֹתֶי;ָ הCַֹבָה אֲ



you so that you will come and inherit the 

good land which Yehovah swore to your 

fathers. (Dt 6:17–18) 

  ) דברי� ו(

  

Land of Israel Has Special Providence 
(11) The land which you are passing over 

to inherit… (12) is a land which Yehovah 

your God looks after; the eyes of Yehovah 

your God are always on it from the 

beginning of the year to the end of the year. 

(Dt 11:11–12) 

וְהָ *רֶ( אֲֶ	ר  ) ֶ�� עֹבְרִי� ָ	 ָ�ה  )  יא(
אֶרֶ � אֲֶ�ר יְהוָ ה  ) יב( … לְרְִ	ָ�+

ָ"מִיד עֵינֵ י יְהוָ ה   | הֶיָ� �ֹרֵ� אֹתָ� אֱלֹ
אֱלֹהֶיָ� ָ��  מֵרִֵ�ית   הַ ָ%נָה  וְעַד $חֲרִית  

  )יב–יא : דברי�  י א( :ָ�נָה 

Yehovah Gathers Us Into Israel 
Thus says Lord Yehovah, who gathers in 

the dispersed of Israel, I will gather [others] 

in addition to those of his whom I have 

gathered. (Isa 56:8) 

�  אֲדֹנָי  יְהוִה מְ קַ'ֵ ( נִדְחֵי יְִ%רָ אֵל  
|  נְא
י שעיה ו   (: ע$ד אֲ קֵַ'( עָלָי ו לְ נִ קְָ'צָי ו

  ) ח:נו 

The First Ingathering 
(2) Thus says Cyrus King of Persia, 

Yehovah the God of heaven has given me 

all the kingdoms of the earth and he has 

commanded me to build a Temple for him 

in Jerusalem of Judah. (3) Anyone among 

you out of all his people who his God is 

with him let him go up to Jerusalem of 

Judah and let him build a Temple of 

Yehovah the God of Israel; he is the God 

that is in Jerusalem. (Ezra 1:2–3) 

 !ֹל  ,!ֹה *מַר !ֹרֶ	  מֶלְֶ; ָ�רַ ס) ב(
מַמְלְכ$ ת הָ*רֶ( נָ תַ#  לִי יְה וָה אֱלֹהֵי   

נ $ת  ל$  בַיִת   וְה �א פָ קַד עָ לַי לִבְ| הַָ>מָיִ�  
מִ י בָכֶ�  ) ג: (ִ'יר�ָ	לִַ� אֲֶ	ר ִ'יה � דָה

מִָ!ל עַ� $  יְהִי  אֱלֹהָיו עִ �$  וְ יַעַל   
וְיִבֶ #  אֶת  ֵ'י ת   |  לִיר�ָ	לִַ�  אֲֶ	ר  ִ'יה�דָ ה 

יְהוָה  אֱלֹהֵי  יְִ%רָאֵל  ה�א  הָאֱלֹהִי�   
  ) עזרא א  (: אֲֶ	ר ִ'יר� ָ	לִָ�

 

1. Waves of return: Zerubavel, Ezra, Nehemiah 

2. Returnees threatened by foreigners 

 

Dangers of Ingathering 
(21) And I called a fast there by the river 

Ahava to afflict ourselves before our God, 

to ask him for a straight way for us, for our 

children, and for all our property, (22) 

because I was embarrassed to ask the king 

for soldiers and cavalry to protect us from 

enemies on the way because we told the 

king that the hand of our God is upon all 

א   וָאֶקְרָ א ָ	�  צ $�  עַל הַָ=הָר )הֲ וָ)  כא(
לְבֵַ� 	  מִֶ� =�   | לְהִתְעַ=$ ת  לִפְנֵ י  אֱלֹהֵי נ�  

:   ֶ?רְֶ; יְָ	רָה לָנ� �לְ טֵַ�נ � �לְכָל רְכ�ֵ	 נ� 
ִ!י בְֹ	ִ�י לְִ	 א$ ל מִ# הַ ֶ�לְֶ; חַיִל   ) כב(

ִ!י | �פָרִָ	י� לְעָזְרֵ נ�  מֵא $יֵב ַ'ָ?רְֶ; 
 עַל  ָ!ל   *מַרְנ �  לֶַ�לְֶ;  לֵא מֹר יַ ד אֱלֹהֵי נ� 

מְבַקְָ	י ו לְ ט$בָה וְ ע
4 $ וְ )�$  עַל ָ!ל  



those who ask him for good and his mighty 

wrath is upon all those who abandon him. 

(23) So we fasted and we asked God 

concerning this and he answered us. (Ezra 

8:21–23) 

וַ=ָ צ� מָה  וַ=ְ בַקְָ	ה מֵ אֱלֹהֵינ �   )   כג:  (עֹזְבָיו
  ) עזרא ח ( :וַ 3ֵעָ תֵר לָנ � | עַל זֹאת  

 


